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June 12, 1978

«Mr. Jeffery L.. Dauphin ;

‘Engineering Planaing Coordinator I{I: FIV
West Michigan Environmental Action Council (j JI 131)
1324 Laks Drive, S.E.

rand Rapids, Michigan 49504 ' JUL &5 e
. WAST['. YL ERT R BRANCH
Dear.Mr. Dauphin: EP|A RbkxION A\

“You May 26, 1978 letter has been veferrad to me for reply.

‘The concerns you expresaed relative to the disposal of the waste resulting
“from the Story Chemical Company property cleanup are the same concerns
I.acd others expressed before and during the cleanup operation, Our
.actions vere predicated on safely removing and disposipg of the waste

- at Story Chemical Co. in an envirommentally sound and legal fashion.

Since you appear to be most concerned with the cleanup gs it relates

~to the Plainfield Township facility I would like teo state that no chemical
-wastes, as such, from the Story cleasup was deposited in the Kent County
Landfill. Solid material of a non hazardousa nature sssociated with

the cleanup was deposited in that landfill. Seolids that were classified
&8 nonhazardous include empty drums, pallets that these drums werea stacked
o, old tubing, pipes, wood etc. These items were crushed sad sent

‘with the sand they were crushed on to an acceptable disposal site for
nono~hazardous waste.

Persons from the Resource Recovery Division, Michigan Department of

" Natural Resources, Xent County Health Department and the Kent Ccunty
Dapartment of Public Works all emphatically declared that no hazardous

waste was to be hauled to the Kent County landfill. Ia order to assure
compliance with that requirement and to further inaure that all naterial
removed from the Story facility was handled in a safe, leg:zl, envxronmeutally
acceptable fashion the rollowlng procedures were followed:

1. 'All drums containing liquids were opened, sampled,- analyzed by
gas chromatography, infrared spectrophotometry, ﬂuclear magnaetic
resonance spectrometry, bomb colorimetry and solvent and water
solubility tests. In addition thase samples were mized in tha
lab to determine their compatabxlxty before they were removed from
their contairar,
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2. All liquid naterial encountered during the cleanup operation was
-either reclaimed or incimerated.-at a facility with proper air emmissions
control apparatus. -No liguid of .any nature was land -filled enywhere
as “a’ result of this operatiom. '

"Solids .and contaminated soils were haudled in exactly the same manner
‘as the liquids. They were sampled, mixed, identified, classified as

to toxicity and then then sent to a disposal site that was environmentally

~gound.

%

‘Ho manifest exists for the .solid waste deposited in the Kent County

landfill or in any of the other landfills for that matter. Manifests
for the liquid waste are available and I will be glad to forward copies
of those manifests to you if you so desire. I can furnish you with

-raceipts and other items that you requested that will verify my statements.
‘Unfortunately, much of this material has been submitted to bockkeeping

for payment at this time. I'll be glad to send a machine copy of all
it=ms you requesat when returned to me if you so desire. The cost of
reproduction is 20 cents per page. a

“The authorization to send materials to various disposal sites is something

that gradually developed as a consequence of the dynamic nature of this
project. Generally speaking, however, persons from the Department of
Hatural Resources, Resource Recovery and Air Quality Divisions were

~contacted relative to potential disposal sites for material from the
‘Story cleanup. Local officials were thea contacted for input relative

to those sites. T then personally inspected all disposal facilities

and when the chemical informatioa became available, selected an appropriate
dispoal site based on input from all of the above mentioned people and

the chemical analysis.

‘Specifically, relative to the non~hazardous solid waste, no special

approval was deemed necessary beyond contacting persons from Resource
Recovery and local officials relative to the general acceptability of
the gite in question.

- In conclusion, your statement that it is difficult to believe that the

material disposed of in Plainfield Township could have been so carefully
sorted and of such uniform consistency to contain only traces of so
called Y"harmless waste" is understandable due to your absence from the ..

site during the cleanup cperation. Every drum on that site that could

be handled was physically segregated, sampled, classified and disposed

of. The wastes that could not be sorted were sampled in situ by literally
climbing through the varicus piles and sampling by color, consistency

and other physical charasterics of the waste. MNone of these wastas

. were disposed of until they were analyzed and classified. We appreciate

your concern over the safe operation of this disposal project and welcome
your input. 1I'll be happy to furnish you with the data that you requested
relative to information we used to make our decisions as it becomes
available if you so desire.

-
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- 1f -you~have.:any -additional questions-or raquests . please -contact ‘me;at

(517) 373=2794. I wculd be-most happy to:.discuss.tuis matter further
with you at ‘your coavenienca.

Very truly yours,
WATER "QUALITY DIVISION

Qoen & M,

James Miller
Water Quality Specialist
0il and Hazardous Materials Control

Secticn
JH:tkr
cc: H. Tanner
W. Tody
‘F. Rellow
“B. Tutrney
“F. Relley

R. Courchaine
W. Denniston
- J. Shauver
+*Files’




Juue'12, 1578

“T0: ‘William 'Turnay, Chief

“Bureau of Eanviroamental Protection

"PROM: Jim:Miller, Water Qualigty Specialist
Water Quality Division

‘SUBJECT: -Alleged Disposal of Hazardous Materials -at the Keat Couaty

‘Landfill.

Batween April 17 and May 3, 1?78 nonhazardous solid material comsisting

. of crushed empty barrels, wooden pallets and slightly contaminated sand

from the Story clesnup was. deposited. in the Kent County Landfxll in

“Plaiafield Tewnship.

Parsons from the Resource Recovery Divisionm, Reat County Health Department
and Keat County Department of Public Works ware contacted relative to
this matZer. No special authorization was sought for this disposal

- option bacause the solid material in question was not of a hazardous

nature. Special emphasia should be given to the fact that no chemical

waste per se was transported to the Kent County landfill as a consequence

cf this clzapup. All persons contacted relative to this site spoke

highly of the protaction of groundwater at this facility. All persons
contacted further mentioned the nonhazardous permit stipulation. Accordisgly,
a great deal of cara was takea to insure that hazardcus or potentially :
hazardous material resultingz from this cleanup was not transported to

the Kent Coumty landfill,

" In early April 1378, I cuntacted both Ron Mosier and Len Zulewski relative

to the Kent County landfill in Plainfield Towaship. Those individuals
indicated the fill had acceptable geology for nonhazardous solid waste,
but both informed me of the permit limitation which forbid disposal

of hazardous waste at that site. I was referred to the Health Department . .. .~ ..

who in turn referred me to Yr. Dave Deapres of the Kent County Department: )
of Public Works. Mr. Despres slsc informed me of the nonhazardous requlremants

~and discussed the leachats collection system with me at great leagth.

Despres indicated that the leachate would be discharged to a sanitary
sewer for further treatment when and if any contamination from refuse

. diasposal was detacted. I visited the site sad although I never asked

to see the operstor's license, the high volume of traffic led me to
assume that. the operation of this landfill was going on with the full
knowledge of all State and local officals. I wvas impressed with the
clean housekeeping employed by the oparators and examined a lined pond
vhich I was told contained leachatae water. 1 observed several aquatic
insects in this clear water and detected no odor.




fiter ~furthervdiscussivns~with “Dave (Degpres ‘the first lsad-of crushed

empty ‘bavrels.was delivered .to .the gits April 17, 1378, Since I was
cenvincedyand ‘reémained. convinead that - thasolidimaterial in question

xuaa¢uotfh323rdousmmnd?pﬁesentaiabmdlutely'noathreat.to:the:g:cundwa:er
“heyoud-that presented by ordinaly réfuse Y saw no'need to seek any

specialuguthorization.

Onshpriin26, I .ogain-.contacted }ir. Degpres relativs to disposing .of

ﬂSGme-iucidentally:ccntéﬁinatéd%saﬁd. ’Ehe#aandrianuasticnuWQSﬁextremeIY'
:dry end only trace amounts of organic -solvents such .as toltene:.and '

xylene were detected by gas chromotography. According to Dr. Bsdford
‘of our Laboratory that section does not crdinarily attempt to quantify

raaults of this nature but stated off the record that. the -trace.concentrations. .-

would mest likely bLe between 1 aad 10 milligrams per killigram or parts
per million. "As a matter ¢f fact, based on our discussions, Mr. Despres
felr that the landfill would be able to use the material for temporary
cover. 1 discussed the situation with Dave Despres and was convinced
and remain convinced that this matarial was nct hazardous end presents -

‘no threat to ths waters of the State beyond that presented by :disposal
-of ordinary rafuse. Accordingly, the sand was disposed of at the Reat

County Landfill beginning April 27, 1978. No material of any nature
was tracsported to the Xent County Landfill after May 3, 1978,

‘Please contact me.if ;yeu.ars .in nead of further -information ralative
‘to ‘this-matter.

tkr

cc: D, Dennis
~B. Courchaine
*4. Denniaton
‘F. Kellow L/’/”
L. Zulewski
Hosier
Harvey
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